LI 101D Reading Literature
Due  Monday, February 25, in class

Reading Questions: Tirso
Reading: The Rogue of Seville (pp. 81-133)


Write out full responses, citing from the text when appropriate, to each of the questions on a separate sheet of paper (you do not have to type them).  I will not ask you to turn in your answers this week, but you should prepare them as if you were going to hand them in.

Study questions:

1.  Chart the marriage arrangements from the beginning to the end of the play, with all the shifts that occur. Keep track of the precise moments when these shifts take place, and the events that precipitate the shifts.

2. Don Juan’s servant, who accompanies him on all his travels, is named Catalinon.  His name can be seen as a play on words:  in Old Spanish catar meant “to see”; the ending of his name suggests the old word lueñe, which meant “distant, far-off”. The original audience would have understood this connection. With this in mind, what do you think Catalinon’s role is throughout the play?
3.  Which of the seven deadly sins (sins regarded as leading to damnation: pride, anger, envy, sloth, gluttony, covetousness, lust) does don Juan commit?  Give specific examples.

4.  Contrast the four episodes of seduction (Isabella, Tisbea, Ana, Aminta), considering the following questions (and any other criteria you may wish to use to describe them):

a.  What time of day does it begin/end?

b.  What is the location of the episode?

c.  What is the status of the seduced woman?

d.  How does don Juan gain access to her?

e. What rules/conventions/traditions/laws does don Juan violate in each case?
5. How/why do you think don Juan is able to accomplish his seductions so easily?
6.  When discussing Antigone we talked about the tension between divine and earthly justice. Consider that contrast in this play. Does/can earthly justice stop don Juan? Explain.

