By 1853, downtown Middlebury was well established.  Apartments and shops occupied the now-historic brick buildings, and residential development was a short walk away -- on Weybridge, South, Main and surrounding streets.  The marbleworks was the major industrial area and the College occupied a small tract on the hill.  All roadways leading out of town were already in place as was the railroad which runs freight from Rutland to Burlington. 








Relatively little development occurred between 1853 and 1940.  Residential areas spread east, south on Route 7, northwest on Weybridge Street, and west on Route 125.  Most residential development was on dead end streets, which now contributes to congestion on major roads.  The highschool was erected on its present location during this time and the College expanded its campus across Route 125.  Some industrial development popped up on Route 7 north.





From the 40s to 1962, most growth was institutional:  schools, hospital, municipal buildings and the College campus.  More small low-density neighborhoods popped up, further away from the town center.





Commercial areas along Route 7, including the Ames Shopping Center, were built from 1962-1974.  The hospital compound expanded as did the College campus and athletic facilities.  Residential areas, mostly on cul-de-sacs, continued to migrate from the town center.  The wastewater treatment plant was erected during this time along the east bank of Otter Creek.





Mostly residential pockets appeared in the insuing 4 years.  Houses were built along route 7 north and a cul-de-sac neighborhood east of the towncenter.  Some industries settled in the Industrial Park zone.





Significant residential areas were constructed in the '80s, as was more commercial development along Route 7 and in the center of town.  Some municipal areas were developed off of Route 7, in close proximity to the new neighborhoods.  The college erected a dorm, and expanded the athletic facilities and fields.





Currently, Route 7 is commercial with some residences.  Much land is owned by the college, and significant industrial development is located in the industrial park, north of the towncenter.  A substantial amount of residential development is on non-thruway streets and of low density housing lots.


