LI 101D Reading Literature
Due  Monday, March 18, in class
Reading Questions: Hébert
Reading: Day Has No Equal But Night 

Read the entire collection, and be prepared to read it more than once.  The language is spare and in a superficial reading you will not glean much from it.  As you read, look for images and symbols that appear repeatedly.

Answer the specific questions below for Monday’s class. Write out full responses, citing from the poems when appropriate. I will ask you to turn in these questions at the end of class.  I will look them over and hand them back to you at the lecture on Tuesday night.

For the lecture, Prof. Ladimer will concentrate on “Just Once” (p. 103), “Day Has No Equal But Night” (p. 59), “The Executed” (p. 125) and “Pathetic Sun” (p. 127).  Please be sure to take your book on Tuesday evening so that you can refer to the poems during the lecture.

Reading questions:

1.  What examples of religious or Biblical imagery do you find in Hébert’s poetry? What do these images symbolize to you?

2.  What other kinds of images and symbols do you see?  What might they represent?

3.  What are Hébert’s landscapes and cityscapes like? What kinds of feelings do they evoke in you as a reader?

4.  What do you think is Hébert’s vision of love, viewed through the prism of these poems?  Is is optimistic, hopeful?  Pessimistic, hopeless?  How else would you describe it?  Choose references to specific poems to support your assertions.

