LI 101D Reading Literature
Due  Monday, February 25, in class

Reading Questions: Webster
   Reading: The Duchess of Malfi (pp. 104-200)


Here are some topics and ideas for you to think about for Monday's class.  After you have made some notes about how you might comment on them, THINK OF TWO MORE QUESTIONS for small-group discussions in class.  These might be questions you still have after reading the play carefully, or insights you had that you want your classmates to consider. Write them out and be prepared to share them with your classmates.
Study questions:

1.  Antonio’s first speech, on p. 109, refers to “the corruption of the times”; the idea of rot or decay pervades this play.  Find at least four specific textual references from different parts of the play that extend this idea.  

2.  The Duchess and her brother Ferdinand are twins, but the editor of our text notes on p. xx that “the Cardinal and Ferdinand are ‘twins’ in their shared degeneracy.”  Think about these blood ties, and the relationships among the three siblings, and be prepared to describe and discuss them.

3.  Why do you think Ferdinand waits so long to kill the Duchess?

