LI 101B: Reading Literature



Due:  
Monday, Feb 25th in class


Reading Questions: Tirso de Molina


Reading: The Rogue of Seville 


Professor N. Chang




Study Questions (below)

Pick one question from each of the following three categories and respond to it.  This means you will respond to three questions total.  You should read the questions before reading the text so that you have an idea of what to look for as you read.  When you write, remember the following points we talked about in class: (1) use of textual evidence to support one’s claims (2) clear, straightforward and convincing opinions (3) thinking “outside of the box” (3) leaving room for ambiguity or not feeling compelled to provide a definitive answer.

NB:  The title in Spanish is El burlador de Sevilla.  The word burlar means to trick, and although the title is translated as The Rogue of Seville here, in other versions it is given (perhaps more accurately) as The Trickster of Seville.

GENERAL THEMES:

1. THE TRICK: Pick a less obvious character than Don Juan, such as Tisbea or the Marquis de Mota, and discuss both how they trick others and how they themselves are tricked.

2. FEMININITY: Pick two of the central female characters  and compare the type of woman they represent. In your choice compare one that is a noble (either Duchess Isbella or Donna Anna) to one that is lower class (Tisbea or Aminta). In your answer try to address the question: what makes a woman in this play?

3. MASCULINITY: Compare two male figures in order to address the question what makes a man.  Use either Don Juan Tenorio and Catalinon, or Don Juan Tenorio and Don Gonzalo de Ulloa.  

4. RELIGION: What is the “moral” of this play, if there is one? 

5. RELIGION: How do you see the theme of salvation versus damnation played out here?

LANGUAGE/CLOSE READING:

1. (p. 88)  Read Don Pedro’s description of the attack on the Duchess Isabella. Note the language he uses to describe the attacker, and the metaphors he chooses.  What does this choice of language suggest?

2. Locate some of the financial metaphors in the text and tie them to bigger themes identified in section one.

3. There is much imagery that focuses on light versus dark.  Find at least two examples and relate them to one or more of the larger themes in the text identified above.

4. Compare the imagery of fire in Act I, Scene 5 (Don Juan and Tisbea) and Act III, Scene 6 (Don Juan and Don Gonzalo). 

COMPARE AND CONTRAST:


1. How is this play different from Antigone?

2. How is this play similar to Antigone?

3. Is this play similar to any other plays/books/films/texts you have read?  If so, which ones, and how is it similar?

