DRAFT


Articles of Association
of the

Vermont Chapter of Sigma Xi, Inc.
1. Name.  The name of the Corporation shall be the Vermont Chapter of Sigma Xi, Inc.

2. Registered Agent and Office.  The registered agent shall be Christopher Watters, with registered office located at the Department of Biology, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 05753.  (Willam Karstens, Department of Physics, St. Michael’s College, Colchester VT 05446?] 

3. Location.  The principal office of the Corporation shall be located in Middlebury, VT [Colchester, VT?]
4. Operating Year.  The operating year of the Corporation shall be calendar year, beginning 1 January and end 31 December.

5. Duration.  The duration of the Corporation shall be perpetual.

6. Nature of Organization.  The Corporation shall be organized, and shall exist, as a non-profit corporation under the laws of the State of Vermont  (Title 11, Vermont Statutes Annotated, Chapter 19).

7. Purposes.  

A. The Corporation is organized, and at all times shall be operated, exclusively for educational, scientific and charitable purposes, specifically to foster scientific research and education.  Pursuant to this goal the Chapter may sponsor such activities as general lectures, research seminars, panel discussions and workshops in the sciences, and it may cooperate from time to time with such other organizations as the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences in promoting their common interests.  It may also award fellowships in support of scientific research and prizes in recognition of scientific study or achievement or outstanding contribution to science education.

B. The Corporation shall have no capital stock and shall be organized exclusively for educational, scientific and charitable purposes, within the meaning of Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.  No part of the assets of the Corporation and no part of any net earnings of the Corporation shall be divided among or inure to the benefit of any officer of the Corporation or any private individual or be appropriated for any purposes other than the purposes of the Corporation as herein set forth.  Moreover, no substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the conveyence of propaganda, or other attempts, to influence legislation except to the extent that the Corporation makes expenditures for the purposes of influencing legislation in conformity with the requirements of Section 501(h) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of statments regarding) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  

C. It is intended the Corporation be entitled to exemption from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, and shall not be a private foundation under Section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

8. Disposition of Assets Upon Liquidation or Dissolution.  Upon the liquidation or dissolution of the Corporation, after payment of all the liabilities of the Corporation or due provision therefor, all of the assets of the Corporation shall be disposed to one or more organizations that are exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and in such a manner as to benefit scientific understanding or research.

9. Provisions Governing Corporation, if a Private Foundation.  In the event that the Corporation is or becomes a private foundation as that term is defined in Section 509 of the Internal Revenue Code, then not withstanding any other provisions of these Articles of Association or the Bylaws of the Corporation, the following provisions shall apply:


The directors shall distribute the income for each taxable year at such time and in such a manner as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income impose by Section 4942 of the Internal Revnue Code.


The directors shall not engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in Section 4941(d) of the Internal Revnue Code; nor retain any business holdings as defined in Section 4943(c) of the Internal Revenue Code; nor make any investments in such manner as to incur tax liability under Section 4944 of the Internal Revnue Code; nor make any taxable expenditures as defined in Section 4945(d) of the Internal Revnue Code.

10. General Powers and Restrictions; Construction.  

A. The Corporation shall have and may exercise all powers necessary or convenient to effect any or all of the purposes for which the Corporation is formed; provided that no such power shall be exercised in a manner inconsistent with any chapter of the Laws of Vermont; and provided further, that the Corporation shall not engage in any activity or exercise any power which would deprive it of any exemption from federal income tax which the Corporation may receive under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

B. All references in these Articles of Association:  (i) to the Internal Revenue Code shall be deemed to refer to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now in force or hereafter amended; (ii) to the Laws of Vermont shall be deemed to refer to said Laws as now in force and hereafter amended; and (iii) to particular sections of the Internal Revenue Code shall be deemed to refer to similar or successor provisions hereafter provided.

11. Personal Liability.  No member of this Corporation shall be personally liable for the debts or obligations of the Corporation of any nature whatsoever, nor shall any of the property of the members be subject ot the payment of the debts or obligations of the Corporation.
12. Membership, Board of Directors and Officers. 

A. Corporation membership shall consist of those members of the national organization of Sigma Xi who reside in the state of Vermont, as well as all other members of Sigma Xi who chose to affiliate with this Chapter, and pay local Chapter dues. 

B. The governing body of the Corporation shall be the Executive Committee, as defined and elected according to the Chapter’s bylaws. The initial members of the Executive Committee are:

Dr. Daniel Bean, 163 Lyman Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401

Dr. Edward Carney, Department of Biology and Life Sciences, Norwich University, Northfield, VT 05663-1035

Dr. Frederick Evering, 183 Morgan Drive, Shelburne, VT 05482-7646

Dr. William Karstens, Department of Physics, St. Michael’s College, Colchester, VT 05446

Dr. Jeanne Trinko Mechler, 97 Beech St., Essex Junction, VT 05452

Dr. Carlene Raper, 33 North Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401

Dr. Christopher Watters, Department of Biology, Middlebury College, Middlebury VT 05753

C. The Officers shall include a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall be elected annually by the Chapter from amongst its members.  The initial officers are:  Christopher Watters, President; Frederick Evering, Vice-President; William Karstens, Secretary; and Edward Carney, Treasurer.

Dated at Middlebury, Vermont this 15 day of September, 2001,









___________________









Christopher Watters, President
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