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AN ANTHEROPOLOGICAL VIEW OF A SUBMARGINAL CULTURE, OR SOME VERMONT FAMILIES
4 TVO CASE HISTORIES

Aftcer thinking over what the experts have to say about the
problerm, it might be well to exoamine soveral of these degenerate femilies
for ourselves. They are not hord to find. They huve alreandy figured (or
femilies like them) in the resecrches of the Eugenics Survey and in meny
o case report and interoffice communicetion. Thoir children arc on the
retorded lists of the schools, their chiléren form a considerable propor-
tion of the population of Tleeks School and Bronden State School. Their
caso histories are often labelled tfamilinllt Overscers know theso fam
ilies and sheriffs dc. ?hoir toxes are unpaid, their children often un-
healthy. Vhat these femilies cost the state end tovms each yvear is so
big that all the towns in the county could pay off their bonded debts if
something cculd be dene with them.

However, we ocan agree with Roethlisberger of the H arvard School
of Business Administration when he says, "It is my simple thesis that o
human problem requires o human solubion. First we have to learn to recog-
nize a human problem when we sce one; second, upon recognizing it, we have
to deal with it as such and not es if it were something clsec. Too often
ot the verbal level we talk glibly cbout the impoertence of thc human fac=
tor and too seldom at the concrete level of behavior do we recognize a
human problem for what it is ond denl with it as such. A human problem
to be brought to o human sclution requires human dnta and humen tools."

Obvicusly we cannot theorize in a vacuum ond a concrete family
will make the best approach %o & problem that is at the seame time so simple
and so complex. Ve chocse a family that is well known to the Depertment

of Public Welfaro as well as to the twc towns which have paid for them the

longest.
























































































