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Sticky Note
"get rid of" certain families?  
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Sticky Note
The "gypsy" family's creative claims to racial heritage.  "Their only claim to the term 'gypsy' is their dark skin due to an admixture of negro and Indian blood. They make the most of this feature, however, and pass themselves off as genuine gypsies."
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Sticky Note
"They have contributed liberally to the population of prisons and other institutions of Vermont, New York, and Massachusetts.  Their criminal tendencies are more pronounced than in many of the other families in our list, and they are looked upon with wholesome fear by the people who know them, when their gypsy camp is set up in the outskirts of a settlement."
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Sticky Note
preoccupation with the mixed-blood "gypsies" -- more thoroughly studied than any of the other families.  436 total in the study.  Average number in a given family tree is 65.
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Sticky Note
Depravity, immorality, loose living, are rampant among them and they serve as a constant menace to the safety and welfare of the community.  We wouldn't, any of us, want to have our children forced to associate with people of this low type if we could help it.
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Sticky Note
Practically everybody in Vermont knows of some degenerate family like the above.  No village is so small but it has a village idiot, and he usually belongs to a family of many children in which immorality, destitution, and feeble-mindedness are all too common.  
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his relatives have asked for the operation in order that he might be allowed to remain in the community at large instead of being shut up in an institution.Are these the only options?  sterilization or institutionalization?
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We are told that in our own school for feeble-minded, as in every such institutions, there are adults, particularly women, who are well-behaved and capable perhaps of some measure of self-support,  They cannot be released on parole for the single reason that they would be a menace to the community because of the danger of their giving birth to defective children.  so did parole statistics change after the passage of the sterilization law in 1931?
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Sticky Note
[Experts say] that they have among their patients, pupils, or inmates, some boys and girls, men and women, who are no more likely to be guilty of misdemeanors of sex than are the average run of the population at large. This is a surprise to most of us.  We had always supposed that a feeble-minded boy or girl was pretty nearly certain to commit misdemeanors of that sort.  
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Sticky Note
The rights of the individual cannot be fully safeguarded when he is being compelled to support in the midst of his community the lawless, the immoral, the degenerate, and the mentally defective..... To make our state safe for decent citizens....






