THE SELF-EXPRESSED ATMS OF THE MENTAL DEFECTIVE

A POTENTIAL FACTOR IN THEIR REHABILITATION

Every child examined by the survey staff was asked what he or she
wanted to do or become when they were grown-up, or were released from the
jnstitution to which they had been committed. This report, however, givea
only the aims expressed by those who were clessified as "Borderline or Mental
Defective", emong the total in the four representetive commmities (speciel
class included) and both institutions surveyed.

The following facts are based on the replies of all (411) the Border=-
line and Mental Defect cases examined. Their replies are specific end defi-
nite and two noteworthy facts stand oute First, almost universally their
choice of work is that which is lmown as menial or hard routine labor, which
demands good physical health end strength. Second, they tend to choose a
type of work similar to that of their parents or of those with whom they are
closely associated end whom they like. Thus, a quarter of all the boys want to
be farmers, end more than a quarter of all the girls want to do housework.
Next a fifth (approximately) of the boys ‘-'..'ant to be mechanics (garage, Machine
shop or car barn), while practically one eighth of the boys went to be carpen=
ters. Of the girls, one fifth each want to be teachers or nurses; like per-
sons in other words, who were the first to influence thenm in ' early years out-
side the home. Wot one of the boys wants to teach, but several in the insti-
tution want to do guard or police duty. From this it is not unfair to condlude
that early impressions in the home and school are important factors in the
subsequent attitudes of the feebleminded in regard to vocation. It is note=-

worthy that they want to be like ordinary normal people.
























