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Pliny Fisk

Greeks & Turks

Fri. June 1:  Today there was another alarm – 


At 11. (Seid)? Mohamet Effendi, or as he writes his name Mohamed Sayed Albakaly Effendi, called on me.  We read the alphabet, in Arabic and in English.  I enquired about the Turkish navy at Constantinople.  He says they have 4 three deckers, on of wh. Carries 125 guns.  10 other ships of the line – 6 – 54s – 6 – 36s – 5 – 20s - + 30 or 40 bombs + gun boats.  He thinks that when the captain Pasha comes down with the fleet the Insurgents will be very easily subdued. – 


This evening it is reported that the Turkish vessels from the Dardanelles? have come down to Mytilene. – 

Sat. June 2:


In the course of 24 hours there have been 10 Greeks assassinated.  Mr. Werry tells me that when the Ionian was killed the other day he sent to the Pasha who sent and took the two men who committed the murder and put them into a vessel to send them into banishment at Tunis.  The (janisaries) immediately manned some boats + took the men out of the vessel by force + threatened if they were again molested that they would put the whole town into confussion

Mon. June 4:


Mr. Tilden tells me that he heard a French gentleman say that he was yesterday looking out at his window + saw a Turk come up to a greek smiling + presented his pistol as if in sport.  The greek probably supposing no harm was intended smiled in return.  The Turk however fired and the greek fell dead on the spot.  The assassinations yesterday were numerous.  Some say 20, some say 50 or 60 – 


An express arrived last night from Constantinople for Dr. Werry.  I have this morning been conversing with the (ganisary?) who brought it.  He is a native of _____ in Switzerland, says he was on board a vessel when quite young which was taken by the Turks, and he then became a Turk.  He went to England with Dr. Morier and was there some months.  He speaks English tolerably well. – I enquired the news from Constantinople + he told me the following things.  The Grand Signore is collecting troops + there is talk of war with Russia.  Orders are given to the troops who go against the Morea to put to death all men between 16 + 60, + to sell all the women and children as slaves.  The avowed design is to exterminate the race. - - During the disturbances at Constantinople a drunken Turk one day killed 9 Christians, the Grand (Visier?) heard of it + cut his head off. - - - A Turk demanded some money of a greek who owed him.  The greek had not the money by him but promised to pay in 3 days.  The Turk immediately stabbed him….This being the day of the monthly concert I devote it to fasting + prayer.  I found it pleasant to turns my attention from the dangers and the assassinations which surround me + give myself up to prayer + meditations concerning the great cause of Zion.

Sat. June 16, 1821:


When I went out to breakfast this morning I was told that 16 or 18 greeks were killed last night + this morning, - that the Turks had surrounded the houses of the Pasha, the Moollah and the other principal officers and forbid their coming out. – A Russian vessel yesterday attempted to leave the port wh. Was suspected of having provisions + ammunition on board for the greek Insurgents.  The Turks stopped her + now they are determined to search her. – At 9 O’clock I went up to the Consul’s terrace to observe what was going on.  The Turks were moving in bodies along the Marine.  Some Greeks were concealed in + near an unfinished stone house just North of us.  One of them probably fearing that he should be discovered pulled off his clothes + threw himself into the sea + began to swim for the vessels.  He was immediately discovered + the Turks began to fire upon him.  He swam to the buoy of a ship + rested a little behind it – then swam to another + rested behind that for a little + then proceeded – meantime now less than 20 or 30 (or 50) muskets were fired at him.  The bullets often struck the water but a few inches from his head.  Whether he was wounded at all I was not certain, but he continued swimming till out of reach of the muskets + then a ships boat came and took him up.  To see one of my fellow creatures this deliberately fired at by other was such a scene as I never witnessed before. (woman + child taken off.)

-------During the whole day the Turks have been marching about the town in bodies - + so far as I can learn have generally killed Greeks where ever they have found them – It is said not less than 70 have been killed today, some say 200. ----Mr. M. a German came to the consul for help.  He had been shot through the neck + could not speak though he could walk a little. ---- Guns have been heard almost the whole day: Nearly all the Turks are gone on board of vessels.  The Turkish mob have put to death the Moollah + 1 or 2 other of the officers of the town, on the ground I am told of suspicions of their having received bribes in order to let Greeks leave towns.  Turks were just going to fire on a boat But Mustapha, stopped them.


Mr. Werry asked come of the Turks who were going by where they had been + they replied that they had been to sacrifice, referring to killing Greeks.  –


Mr. Werry in speaking to me about bribery among the Turks said the governor of Sanyrna (whose head the Captain Pasha cut off a few years ago) used to say “Only give me money enough + I will bribe the Gr. Signore himself or any man under him.”


This evening the noise of guns has subsided + we hope for a quiet night though we are not without fears/ I desire to commend my body + soul to God + be down prepared for whatever the event of the night may be.

(L.P.?) June 17:


The Turks continue the work of destruction.  They have broken open a great number of houses, killed the men + carried off the women.  In the morning I left my room + went to Mr. (Bantennep’s?) + then on board the U. States where are the families of the Messers (Bantennep’s?) + spent the day with them in reading the __ conversations __.


At eve, I returned to the (Consuls?) + spent the evening with him + his family.  There has been a meeting of the (Consul’s?) + the Russians have finally agreed to terms which the Turks accept respecting the examination of the vessel, but as this is only one among many causes of the evils we suffer it is by no means likely to restore us to tranquility.


Late in the evening I went to the gate + 30 or 40 Turkish guards came there.  The commander said that a new arrangement was made for the defense of the towns, that each regiment of (garrisaries?) was to take a particular port + defend it with their lives, that they belonging to the first regiment had the first choice + took (Tranle?) Street – that they are 600 strong + will defend the street.

Sat. July 14:


Yesturday two (Candiote?) Turks killed a Greek in the fish market. – 


Today I am told that 3 (Candiote?) got drunk + went through the streets making a disturbance.  A Turk reproved them + they gave him some blows on the legs with their swords.  Information was carried to the guards + a company of men was sent to take them.  The 3 (Candiotes?) stood together + presented each of them a pistol + the guards immediately withdrew + left them.

It is reported today that the Turkish fleet has left the Dardanelles? + met the Greek fleet of (Leminos?) + taken 7 or 8 vessels + sunk upwards of 20. –

The Oriental (Spectateur?) of today states that the Greeks in Candia? have revolted – that Ali Pasha has made his peace with the Porte – 

I’ve Engaged in teaching the children the Catechism of (Ostervald?) + in reading + explaining the ss. to them in Fr.

L.D. July 15:


Preached to the family from (Isa?). 26. 9. – Lent the “ Star in the East” to Mr. Peter. – Spent an hour in teaching Richard the Catechism + ss. in Fr. + passed the rest of the day principally in my room.


It is said that some Turks killed a Greek in the (gardens?) yesterday, they began by cutting off his hands, then his feet + then his head.  I have heard that 2 or 3 have been killed today. --- The Plague seems to abate. ---

Mon. July 16:


This morning the Turks murdered 2 Greeks, one was setting vegetables near Mr. Lee’s + a Turk came up + shot him dead on the spot + remained quietly in the street smoking his pipe as if nothing had happened.

It is said several have been killed since. – It is reported that the Turkish fleet has arrived at (Serio?) on its way to (Lamo’s?) + that the Pasha has given orders to the troops have to march in order to join the expedition. -

Tues. July 17:


It is said that the Turkish fleet wh. is gone against (Larmo’s?) amounts to 60 sail among wh. are 5 ships of the line + 5 frigates – It is reported that this fleet has sunk the Russian vessel which made so much difficulty here + which sailed a few days ago. – It is reported too that the Greeks seeing that no Turkish power is likely to assist them + that so large a force is come out against them have disbanded + relinquished their fleet. – Another report is that they are quarreling among themselves.

Wed. July 18:


It is reported that the Turkish fleet have commenced their attack on (Lamos?), have taken 2 Gr. Vessels + 1 or 2 villages. –


Thurs. July 19:


Mr. P. Z. tells me that in the last night 3 Turks broke open a Greek house in order to obtain women.  The women cried out + the Pasha’s guards came + killed one of the Turks + took the other two to the Pasha. – 


At dinner we had a long conversation about the accounts from (Naivali?): Mr. P.Z. says that many Turks made themselves rich by the spoils they took there.  One man from (Smyrna?) brought away money + property to the amount of 30 or 40,000 piastres ($5,000). – A Turk told Mr. Z. that a Turk of Smyrna brought away a handsome Gr. Girl Wh. He offered to sell for 1000 piastres.  The girl told him that her father would give more + the Turk kept her till her father sent + gave 3000. – Some girls are said to have been sold for 7 or 8—piastres.  It is reported that the richest among the Greeks of (Naivali?) after being taken on board the Gr. Vessels were killed + thrown overboard by the Greeks for the sake of their money.

The Grand Signore has ordered several mosques to be built at (Naivali?) + offered 60 Olive trees to every Turk who will go + settle there.


The Pasha of Smyrna has just made a demand on the Greek community for 30,000 piastres, the Armenian 12,000 + the Jewish 10,000.


About 20 large boats have today set sail from this port with troops to join the expedition against (Lamos?).  An Algerime armed Schooner goes with them.

-----
Today I have spent about four hours in teaching the children-

- have translated into Italian 2 pages of Mr. Dwights questions concerning Armenia – finished the Memoirs of De Ritz + read one book of Pope’s Odyssey.

Wed. Aug. 1:


Yesterday a Fr. Man of war arrived from Cyprus + brings information that the Turkish + Greek fleets were for some time in sight of each other.  The Greeks attempted to destroy some of the Turkish vessels by five ships but the five ships were destroyed by the Turks.  Both fleets being afraid or unwilling to risk a battle they separated + the Gr. Fleet remain at (Lamos?). – Received a letter from dead Br. P. dated Syra July 27.  George had arrived safe.  This relieves my mind much.

Fri. Aug. 17:


Sold a Turkish Testament to Mr. Churchhill  for 10 (piastres?). –


A negro ( Mussulman) shot a Greek today at the fountain near (Mr. Paizer’s?), in consequence of some dispute between them. – The Greek fell dead – The guards afterwards took up the murderer – but whether he will be punished is very doubtful. – At Constantinople Mr. Shoolbred a young gentleman who was here some months ago + whom I knew, was walking in the street in company with some other Turks, when a Turk wantonly drew a pistol + shot him through the leg. – Yesterday the funeral of the Capt. of a French man of war was attended by the Catholics.  Several Priests preceeded the corpse chanting.  These were preceeded by 200 men bearing such a long quadruple candle. - - A Priest from (Bourabat?) came in to assist at the funeral – As he was returning in the eve. to B. a Turk attacked him + gave him 3 stabs with a (yatagan?).  His wounds are considered dangerous. - 

