Charlie Dube

Timeline

1812 - 1815 War of 1812 

- War had financial implications for college – put school in jeopardy

- Middlebury and UVM almost merged but Middlebury decided against it

1846 - 1848 Mexican War 

- College was going through transitional period – almost closed in 1847

- Middlebury and UVM again considered combining schools – again Middlebury decided against it

1861 - 1865 Civil War

- Civil war hurt enrolment numbers 

- 1865 - 1879 the average enrollment was only 55 students – the lowest for any consecutive 15-year period

- Student rebellion closed the school temporarily – some feared for good

1898 Spanish American War 

1914 - 1918 World War I 

- John Thomas elected president in 1903 – remains president throughout the war

- Thomas was an excellent fund raiser – did a lot to add to the enrollment numbers 

- US enters the war

- Middlebury supported the war and the troops – in 1917 enrollment dropped by 80 students in order to help the war effort – curriculum was changed to include military courses and a military company was formed on campus

- Before the end of classes in the spring of 1917 one third of the male student body had already left to help in the war

- January 1918 – Middlebury was established as a member of the Vermont Volunteer Militia

- Students and Professors served

1941 - 1945 World War II 

- Middlebury was deeply committed to allied cause – mainly because President Moody was a staunch opponent of fascism 

- School president Steven Freeman urges male students to join Marine Corps 

- Fraternities stop activities and lease houses to women’s college – women become responsible for most college publication – also rolled bandages for the Red Cross

-December 1942 Dr. Samuel Strattor elected president 

- Many members of the Middlebury staff entered the service – there was no faculty layoff during the war

1950 - 1953 Korean War

- 1952 – Middlebury makes ROTC unit to encourage male enrollment

- This plan paid off – between 1952 and 1969 the ROTC program yielded over 600 commissioned officers

1961 - 1973 Vietnam 

- 1963 – James Armstrong elected Middlebury president – school president throughout most of the Vietnam War

- Armstrong raised the enrollment to close to 2000 students – war did not affect enrolment

- Students and faculty were not as eager to help in the Vietnam War effort as they had been in past wars 

- Students participated in national anti-war protests and urged faculty to eliminate the ROTC program 

- School schedule was suspended 6 days due to a protest against the invasion of Cambodia

- 1970 – faculty organize march through town of Middlebury against the war and the draft 

