The Mexican-American War
-1847: A Mr. Solomon, a Vermonter in an address to the House of Representatives, stalks about, protesting that “the war, might and ought, to have been avoided…[It is] unnecessary for the vindication of our national honor. [It] resulted from unauthorized, unconstitutional acts of our own executive government…waged for the purpose of acquiring territory. James K Polk imagines himself the commander-in-chief of all creation, and in the plentitude of his infinite authority, from some lofty pinnacle, exclaims ‘attention the universe.’” 

-1847: “Crisis” on campus: two professors die, another two resign, and the fifth professor becomes quite sick. Additionally, “an epidemic [sweeps] the college and [kills] several students. Talks of a UVM/Middlebury union break down due, in part, to UVM’s “disingenuous maneuvering.”
-1848: Another Vermonter, Mr. Collamer, addresses the House of Representatives. He argues that the polity’s conception of “national prosperity” differs greatly from that of the government’s. Essentially, his point is as follows: the government’s grand scheme is “to [advance] its military glory, in whatever gives éclat by blood and gunpowder and feats of arms.” If these two speeches are in any way indicative of a general Vermont sentiment, the state’s inhabitants are decidedly anti-war. 
The Civil War
- 1861: “The outbreak of war [gives] rise to an excitement among students of Middlebury College.” One company from the Vermont militia, the Union Guards, are stationed in Middlebury. The departure of said company “caused great enthusiasm; war meetings were frequently held, where war speeches and ardent songs were enthusiastically received.” 


Considerable pride seems to have been held for serving men, as the Middlebury Register gleefully cites that company’s constituents were “of superior physical ability.” Academic work is placed on the back-burner, for “it was a poor time to study, the professors lenient. A glee club sang nothing but patriotic airs and attended war meetings. Middlebury College has reason to be proud of the patriotism and gallantry of her alumni.” 

- 1862: Class of ’62 valedictorian Adlace F. Walker enlists, and later “[thrills] the 1862 commencement audience when he gave his valedictory address in his newly acquired military uniform” before proceeding to war. As one student notes, “there was very little studying in those days.” Rather, Middlebury students seemed more enthralled and taken with “composition writing…on the great questions of the hour.”

The signing of the Morrill Land-Grant appropriates $125,000 to Vermont. Middlebury, UVM and Norwich face pressure to unite and to make more efficient use of their common fiscal resources. 

-1863 – 1865: The college nears collapse as men rush off to war, talks of the “proposed union” wallow thanks to indecision and stubbornness, and in 1864, Starr Hall is gutted by a fire. It is under such dire circumstances that town/college relations grow to renewed fruition, although there is little fruit to be picked. 

-1865: Both town and college feel elated upon hearing about the South’s surrender. The “sober village of Middlebury” greets the recent news “with a beaming face and a hearty shake of the hand. Bells [ring] out an irrepressible clangor; exuberant young men scoured the streets.” The college and its students, still taken with patriotism, mourn Lincoln’s death. “The Congregational Church was draped in black. College students all attended wearing crape on the left arm.” 
The Spanish-American War

-1898: As David Bain cites, “Accounts of the ‘Splendid Little War’ inflamed Middlebury students to patriotic parades down College Hill and through the village.” However, Bain finds only evidence of two student enlistees, Michael Halpin ’98 and Ernest James Waterman ’99. In a letter sent to the editor of The Undergraduate, Waterman describes the grueling quotidian routines of a soldier, and states that “I don’t believe there is a man in the regiment who looks at his watch without thinking what time it is back in the old Green Mountain state.” Despite what seems to be a strong sense of duty, as made apparent in his letter, he nonetheless ends with a most light-hearted line: “Get a refrigerator and a palm-leaf fan and come here to spend August.” 
The Great War: World War I

-1917: In an answer to both Thomas’ call for funds and to the country’s call for faith, Middlebury begins the Liberty Endowment drive. Even a group of Middlebury students themselves, in a gesture equally patriotic and helpful for the college, “subscribed for a $1,000 liberty bond and presented it to the college for the endowment drive.” 

-1917: Students attempt “to form a military company under the direction of Professor Raymond McFarland.” The college attempts to “establish a unit of the Federal Officers Reserve Training Corps.” They are turned down. 

-1918: Students once again begin “the military frenzy.” One hundred Middlebury College men successfully establish a unit of the Vermont Volunteer Militia. Enrollment in the college drops dramatically, while the college is staunch in its support of “each Middlebury man overseas.” As the Kaleidescope reports, “ ‘two personal letters were sent each weak. The Campus was sent form the beginning until April.’ Care packages went out regularly.” YMCA and YWCA found the War Service Committee (in 1917) that sent these “letters, newspapers, comfort kits and Christmas boxes to Middlebury students in uniform.” 

-1918: War Department approves “establishment of a unit of the SATC.” The college devotes itself, and its land, to the war: it was “quickly transformed into an army base of sorts, the curriculum changed drastically to include numerous military courses. It was obvious that the college had sacrificed much of its educational character.” In essence, Stameshkin implies that Middlebury’s scholarly reputation and pedagogical methods are compromised in this time of war. 
-1918: A “devastating influenza epidemic broke out among men. The epidemic brought military and academic work to a near standstill.”
-1918: On campus, remaining students seem ambivalent, if not irked. According to Lawrence Pierce, “the college was shrinking everything because of the war. School life was rather restricted. The [KDR] fraternity boys resented soldiers who began returning, because they brought so many diseases. [There was] a great deal of animosity between college boys and returning veterans.”
World War II

-1940: Moody, Middlebury’s then president, “a virulent opponent of fascism in Europe,” takes a four-month leave of absence “to help Protestant chaplains for the armed forces.” 
On campus, Campus editorials by Robert Pickard ’40 (Campus editor) “urged the United States to stay out of the European conflict.” If his views are in any way representative of the larger student body, Middlebury College, since WWI, has politically liberalized. 

-1942: Moody resigns. In a 1942 address to the student body, Stephen Freeman makes it clear that college must succeed in balancing both academic integrity (to “proceed with your long-run plan for your life”) and a curriculum that also “[makes] a place for doing your duty in the present emergency.” That same year, Stratton is elected president of Middlebury College. 

-1943: A navy V-12 unit is established on the Middlebury campus. In seeking to balance both military and strictly scholarly subjects, “faculty members were forced to teach an unprecedented number of different courses.”
-1943: The war also “transformed student life.” Fraternities are essentially shut down in their “activities,” and women begin to inhabit the houses as more and more men leave for war. The college also witnesses great gender reversal, as women “[assume] full responsibility for most college publications and for the Cultural Conference. Women initiated much of the social life. The athletic program [is] significantly curtailed.” 

Academic and social life does become slightly fragmented. Some navy men were unable “to integrate completely into campus life. They had separate classes that set them apart from the civilian students. Many were less academically oriented and socially adept.” Despite the women’s outnumbering of the men and a socially divided campus, the V-12 program “made a crucial difference [by occupying] otherwise empty classrooms.” 
The Vietnam War

-1966: A three-on-three professorial debate his held regarding “United States foreign policy in South East Asia.”
-1968: In an era how with the civil-rights movement, political and social liberalization sees students “[advocating] sweeping changes: no more curfews for upperclassmen, residence halls to determine their own parietal hours, and students allowed to be with each other in their rooms with the doors closed.”

-1979: Dissatisfied students, in conjunction with “the ad hoc group Middlebury Awareness Development (MAD),” protest and discuss “student activity space, tenure and reappointment, women’s union and Artemis Magazine, programs abroad, treatment of fraternities, and student representation on the board.” 
Direct action concerning American foreign policy: anti-Vietnam action

-Early 1960s: “Reform impulses begin to appear on college campuses.”

-1965: Some eight students travel to Washington in protest of the war. Anti-war sentiments are more strongly manifest on campus the following week “by a confrontation between the administration and some forty students who wanted to demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the compulsory ROTC program.”

-1966: Both the faculty and the college’s trustees vote to make ROTC a voluntary program. 

-1967 – 1970: “Middlebury students and professors organized teach-ins, demonstrated against Dow Chemical interviews, staged a large sit-in at the local draft board, and participated in activities associated with the 1969 moratorium against the war.” Students travel to Washington in order to march, others lend support to Eugene McCarthy. 

-1969: Faculty accepts the “modified” ROTC plan by which ROTC “would cease to exist as a college department, none of the ROTC staff would have full faculty status or voting rights, and the program would be conducted by a faculty-student committee. 

-1970: The strike: students sign a petition in protest against the Kent State tragedy and against the U.S.’s intervention in Cambodia. College Council calls for a six-day suspension of classes. Faculty approves the C.C.’s call. “The more radical students and faculty formed a ‘strike committee.’” Proctor serve as “strike headquarters.”
-1970: Reciation Hall is “virtually destroyed in a fire set by an arsonist,” an ROTC classroom is “vandalized,” and an Alice in Wonderland stage set is “defaced,” in what I would imagine to be a condemnation of cheery, apolitical casualness (just a guess!). 

-1971: Radical Education Action Projection (REAP) is formed. That same year, fifty students march in the May Day protests in Washington. 
-1972: Faculty declares that “it [deplores] the resumption of bombing and the mining of [Haiphong] Harbor.” 

Sources: All factual information and quotations taken from Stameshkin’s wonderfully informative books, (The Town’s College and The Strength of the Hills) and from David Bain’s information-stuffed ‘book,’ The College on the Hill.  

Both speeches from the Mexican-American war are from Special Collections, Middlebury College library. 
